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Septeiher 9, 1976

' PRESS CONFERENCE BY ; _
THE HONORABLE HENRY A, KISSINGER PC 110
- SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

‘September 9, 1976

./ SECRETARY KISSINGER: I will just read a
| statement and then T w111 answer a few questlons about
'Chaxxman Mao s death,

C T will probably have a press conference

tomorrow.where we can take other questlons.

¥? I extend my sympathy to the people and the
“'Government of the People s Republic of China on the
_occa$ion ‘of Chairman Mao Tse~tung s- death.

ﬁ-z,Chalrman Mao was an historic flgure who changed
the¢§ﬁraa.of events.in the world. He had a tremendous
impaci-bn_the present and on the future of his country.

"”g;In-the last years of his life, we worked

closely with him on the improvement of relations between
our twp countries. His personal intemst in that process

was a vital factor in the Sino-American rapprochement
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whmah bﬁgan in 1972
B We have since that time created a durable

felaﬁionship_based on mutual understanding and a percep-~
'tidﬁfgficdmmbn interests, and we, for our part, will continue
tdiéﬁm&#t our ties with the People's Republic of China
ih.aqcofdance with the Shanghai Communique.

5 ..-Tﬂis is the formal statement, and I will be
‘_glad to take a few questions.
'*7 ?ftJ~ Q. Mr. Secretary, to what extent do you think
t@efé@éﬁing-ﬁeﬁween Washington and Peking was the result
 of Mao's philosophy and work?

o SECRETARY KISSINGER: I bélieve that duriﬁg his
lifeéim@ all the major decisions in China were either
:maé&%byfhim or followed guidelines laid down by him. In
.ﬁhé;ééséqf the opening of relations between the People's
| Ré:;u;é.li'c and the United Sta;:es, it is clear that that

relationship bore his personal stamp, and on many occasions

o ‘in my cmnversatlons with Prime Minister Chou En-lai, he

would lnterrupt the meeting to say that he would have to

consult with Chairman Mao in order to get further instruc-

tiofs.
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Q  Mr. Secretary, on the basis of what you

. kﬁdwjégﬁﬁtChinese leaders now, can you say with aﬁy
comﬁidepce that China will continue to follow a policy
of_égen.door towaFd the United Stgtes?

| ) | SECRETARY KISSINGER: When any historic figure
digggpégrs,it is extremely difficult to predict everything
-théhﬂhié sudcessors will do. The basis of the relationship
beﬁgéethhina and the United States is mutual interest.
T beiieﬁe that these mutual interesﬁs are to some extent
lndapandent of personalities, and that therefore the main
llnes of the p011Cles are llkely to be continued.

| Q0  Mr. Secretary, are you at all personally

regretful that the United States was not able to make
moramprogress on the Taiwan issue while Chairman Mao was
alivw?

| SECRETARY KISSINGER" The specific issues that

aﬁeﬁi;ﬁoived in the process of normalization of relations
wmth thﬂ People's Republic of China cannot be tied to the
lifet&me of personalltles. I had the occasion flve times
fqr‘egtgnded conversations with Chairman Mao, and I believe
h@’wés a man of very great vision, but the relationship
befgggg?our two countries cannot be given a timetable

that iswgeared to individuals,
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Q - Mr. Secretary, do you have any

aﬁﬁgqtation of visiting China between now and

'January 20th, and has the death of Mao in any way

affacted those expectatlons?

EECRETARY KISSTNGER: T havé no expectation_
| oéi;isiting the People's Republic before the election.
jﬁhaﬁ-travels I may undertaké'after the election could

behﬁffected by the outcome. (Laughter.)
| Q Mi. Secretary, what do you think
ofiﬁhé-prospects that China might move now to remove

: tﬁeVstraining'felations with the Soviet Union, since Mao

; waa con51dered to be personally hostlle to the Ru551ans°

SECRETARY KISSINGER: I belleve that the basic

fline of the Chlnese pOllCY towards the SOVlet Unlon has

_ b@&n~determ1ned by the fundamental interests of China

andﬁnaf by the personal préferences of an individual. It

i therefore, likely, that the main lines of Chinese foreigr

f ‘policy W1ll be contlnued, though there could be mOdlflCatlon‘
% o ”;“~oﬁstact1cs.
i o | N fw,*g 0 Mr. Secretary, you've met with Mao, as

f‘yagjs&id,‘several times. Could you give us some flavor of

‘th&éehconversations -- what kind of things‘you talked

hab@ﬁt,fhow he locked upon history, or sdﬁeﬁﬂiﬁg more
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tha@?ﬁ&ét the.fact that you met with him? .

""" SECRETARY KISSINGER: Well, Mao was an
en@%ﬁbusly.forceful personality -~ a man who tended
't6 Séi£ﬁe center of the room simply by the enormous will-
pokéélﬁhat he reflected. He preferred to conduct his
‘conﬁéréatioﬁs in the form of a dialogue in which he made

' brmef, eplgrammatlc, rather pithy comments and invited
 the ﬁthar party s reactlon to his comments.,

¥ ‘I found that nothlng he said, even though lt
segﬁéﬁifctally,unplanned, was ever without purpose;

;'and;tbérefore, thése conversations tended to be rathexr
'cdﬁﬁleg:and extremely illuminating.

-.i | Q  Mr, Secretary,_if the President were to

téléﬁhmne Pékihg and say, "I want to talk to the 1eéder,"

‘ who'd talk to h1m9 o ‘3 

) g & -
L -&'\ ‘-\‘ f g

_ SECRETARY KISSINGER‘T‘I thlnk hﬂ WQuld talk to the
?Erima Mlnister. .
1 Q.‘ Do you thlnk he's the man who's in control
thare now? . | |
‘ SECRETARY KISSINGER: ﬁe is the man who is. in

chaggé;of the government, and he would certainly be the
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;i infér1;Cutor_for the President.
h | o o
f“' , | : o 0 Mr.'Secretary, recently there have been
‘repbrté of internal strife in China. Do you think |
 3 R Mﬁofs,death will intensify this?
| | e N SECRETARY KISSINGER: Well, there have been

_.réyéﬁtéiof various factions, but these reports ocour
lra§§§tédly. ThelUnited States deals with the
}goﬁgfnﬁent in Peking, and thé internal affairé of China
jaxégyatters for the Chinese and not for us.
: . Q  Mr. Secretary, do you thiﬁk that
\n&#ﬁéltéation of relations will be easier or neré. . difficult f

”yQuﬁSelf or your successor after M&o's death?
s SECRETARY KISSINGER: I believe, from our
 éi3a?3ésI Pointed aqut in my statemént, normalization
‘fwilifédntinﬁe; and I'm sure that from the Chinese side |
the baéic lines of the policy, as we have.known‘them,
will continue to be pursued.
i 'Q Well; that doesn't really answer the
qugétion though. Some people on the Chinese political
:scggﬁ'sgem to be a bit more antagonistié or hostile

“tdwa%d'the United States. Now, if Mao's death gives them
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mor&wpmwer in the future, will this make it more
”dmfficult to settle Taiwan with them?

| SECRETARY KISSINGER: Well, obviously,
if.é@gple whd are more hostile to the United States
shgdiﬂfake pdwei in China, this might complicate our
rei&ti@éship. We have seen, as of now,‘ho evidence
‘ofiiﬁg huﬁ, of course, it is very early to tell;

| I*dq not believe that Chinese policy is basically

infiﬁbhdﬁd by the personal likes and dislikes of Chinese
leaders but by their assessment of what is 1n the long-

'term interest of Chlna.

RO g o e L —_

- We have to remember that when a towerlng flgure

&iééppeérs from the scene not even his successors can know
exac#;ywhat the shape of events will be, and it is
preﬁéturé-to speculate as to what the future evolution
shoﬁld be. o : Q:: B

- Q  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.
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